
Madison Maennerchor Founding Members Feb 1852
Eight men formed the choir as a dual quartet  and more men joined in 1853.

A  * after the name denotes a member of the dual quartet.
Dual quartet:  Ernst  Dorschlag*, A P Dorschlag*, John Erberhard*, Theodore Herfurth Sr*, Daniel Maul*, 

Francis Massing*, Fredrick Unger*, C Zwicky* (Zweickey)
Gottlieb Grimm, August Herfurth, Christian Hinrichs, John Kilb, John George Ott, Fredrick Sauthoff, 

R Baus, A Pickarts, J Pickarts, Carl Miller, F Pecher, F Kurz, C W Heyl

Dane county population: 1835 1, 1840 314, 1847 10,935, 1850 16,559, 52 saloons,  
318 persons per saloon.  Population 2017 250,000, 441 saloons, 566 persons per 
saloon. Prices farm land: $1.50 to $5 per acre, assessed value $2.66 per acre. School 
children 4-20yrs, 1850: 3566.

Eben Peck house  June 1837 first one in Madison



Franz Massing *
Attorney and liquor store, (21 King St, home W. Canal and Main)

First director and president, also accomplished flute player,
born 1829 San Wendel Rhine Prussia, died 25 Apr 1876

Forest Hill Cemetery section 29 lot 056,  wife Christina Moessner Massing 1836-1922, children:  
Louise, Edward, Frances, 

Picture about1860



Alfred Phillip Doerschlag *
Lager Beer saloon dealer in wine and liquor, (saloon basement Fairchild block)  Pinckney & 
Main, born 1827 Germany US citizen 1857, alderman 3rd ward 1864-1865, 1st Lieutenant 9th

Wisconsin Infantry Company F, 26 Oct 1861 to Feb1866.



Ernest Doergschlag *
Alderman 3rd ward 1864-1865, home  938 E Johnson St Madison WI

Born 1823,  Prussia Germany, died 1878, arrived Wisconsin 1850, US citizen 1855,
two children, Alderman 3rd ward 1860, Forest Hill cemetery  sec 3 lot 048 NE 1/4



John Eberhard *
Book seller (11 King St, home built 1856, Greenbush, 1014 Emerald St, Madison, WI)

Born 1816, died 1878, Forest Hill Cemetery section 4, lot 060



Gottlieb  Grimm
Bookbinder, (University Ave and Gilman) 1855 with Daniel Maul founded Madison New Book 
Bindery, sold business, 1874  purchased B W SuckowsBindery and renamed it Grimm Book 

Bindery Inc, 1st ward alderman 1863, city treasurer 1874, Thirteen children 
Born in Germany Bottingen Wurttemburg 16 Mar 1831, died 27 Jan 1903 Resurrection Cemetery 

section 1 block 1 lot 80 Plot B10
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Theodore Herfurth Sr*
Arrived California & Oregon in 1850, moved to Madison Nov 1852.

Dry goods store 1862 to 1874 (King & Webster, 1st home:  Butler, Main- Wilson)
manufactured wagons and carriages 612 Williamson street, City assessor 1875-1876

Born 1829 Brunswick Germany 6 Jul 1829, died 28 Oct 1903,  Forest Hill cemetery section 30 lot 
008
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John  Kilb
Cabinet maker, (Jenifer & Dickinson) home same as business, born 1832 Baden- Wurttemburg, 

wife Margarethe Wagle Kilb 1837-1919
Germany, died 12 Nov 1887, Calvary Cemetery &  Mausoleum Milwaukee, Block 1, row 26, lot1 



Daniel Maul *
bookbinder, married 28 Nov 1858, son Herman Daniel born 1861 died 1936

1

7603 Terrace Ave, Middleton, WI
Washington hotel  1912 
Parmenter St Middleton built 
1860  owned by Daniel Maul

Resurrection Cemetery Madison, WI



John George Ott
Grocery store with Saumel Klauber as partner(Williamson & Livingston) and brickyard (1867-

1873)   200 S Baldwin, third ward alderman 1861, 1867-1869, (also county supervisor), Insurance, 
real estate and money lender 1883, Born in Switzerland 16 Oct 1827,  died 23 Jul 1914, 

Married Lucia Sigglekow in double ceremony with her sister Mary and Theodore 
Herfurth Forest Hill cemetery section17 E lot 19-22

754 Jenifer St,  Madison, WI, house built 1873 
with bricks from Ott brickyard, cost $5,500.

200 S Baldwin, Madison,  site of 
the Ott brickyard 1867-1873



Fredrick Sauthoff
Tailor (Webster & Main) from Hanover Germany

President MMC 1864-1865, treasurer  Madison 1857, wife Johanna
born 24 Dec 1821, died 6 Oct 1893, sec 28 lot 013, grave no 9

737-739 Jenifer St, Madison , WI, house built 1857 by 
Michael Zwank.



Frederick Unger *
Born 1836 Plauen Germany, died 9 June 1881, occupation weaver, 

Milwaukee County Farm Cemetery plot 507
Cause of death starvation



Casper Zwickey (Zwieckay) *
Saloon Wisconsin Ave & Mifflin, Hotel Wisconsin House State & Gilman

Founder of Maennerchor 1852 and Turners 1855, Alderman 1857 Madison, Town of Madison 
Treasurer 1853,   Treasurer and second Assistant engineer Madison Fire Company No 2

Forest Hill cemetery section 26-R



R Baus, 

C W Heyl tinsmith 31-1/2 King st business and home, alderman  third ward 
1862-1863 Forest Hill cemetery sec 30 lot 45 sw 1/2

F Kurz,

Carl Miller,

F Pecher, born 26 Apr 1834, died 14 Feb 1906 Resurrection Cemetery Madison 
Sec 1, block 2

A Pickarts, born 29 Nov 1827 Prussia, died 15 Oct 1875, musician and organist 
and Register of Deeds, Forest Hill sec 26 lot 007 ne ½ no marker

J Pickarts, 



Madison Fire Company No 2
Organized by 61 Germans 30 July 1856,Disbanded 8 December 1866

Fire house station no 2 at 125 State St, built 1857
Maennerchor members:  Christian Hinrichs, Fred Sauthoff, 

August  Herfurth, Theodore Herfurth, Henry H Hinrichs Casper Zwicky, 
Martin Hinrichs Foreman of Fire company No 2, chief 1866, 1877-1880

C W Heyl chief 1907-1929
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German Maennerchor Lutheran church  Sauk and
Pleasant View Rd Middleton, WI  1860??-1870???
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75th Anniversary
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Turner Hall 21  S Butler, Madison WI
First building 1858 destroyed by fire 1863;  1863 building (picture below cost about $20,000  

56’x 122’ designed by August Kutzbach Architect, also did Gates of Heaven Synagogue, 2nd State 
Capitol) replaced building destroyed by fire, this building was badly damaged by fire in 1940 and 

was replaced in 1941,1990 fire damages 1941 building, sold  to State of Wisconsin 1991



Turner Hall 21 S Butler Madison WI 1940 Fire 



Turner Hall built 1941 for $60,000;  damaged by fire 1990 sold to State 1991
Demolished for a parking lot  21 S Butler Street,  Madison



100th Anniversary  8 March  1952


